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Abstract : 

In a thermal printer, an image plane is scanned while a 
head having a plurality of heating elements is relatively moved 
with respect to the image plane, and the plurality of heating 
elements is driven for the times corresponding to the gradations 
of respective image densities while scanning . The thermal printer 
is characterized in that the scanning period wherein printing 
is not performed for the predetermined period prior to the 
scanning, and the plurality of heating elements is preheated 
during the scanning period. 
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